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This is the first slide.



Many science words are not simple.
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HARD TO SAY HARD TO WRITE HARD TO REMEMBER




Things and ideas have a lot of parts.

MANY PARTS OF SOME PEOPLE DON’T
THINGS HAVE SCIENCE KNOW THE NAMES OF
NAMES. THE PARTS.




This can be bad.



The Answer?



Teaching Students How

to Explain Big [deas with
Simpler Words

MIKE FLOREK — (NAMES THAT ARE NOT SIMPLE ARE OKAY)



Step 1

Read a book.
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Thing Explainer

This is the book we read.
It explains big ideas in small words.

It is funny.



Step 2

Choose a thing.



Laws for Choosing Things
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1) CHOOSE A THING 2) CHOOSE A THING 3) CHOOSE A THING
THAT IS NOT SIMPLE. THAT CAN BE TALKED YOU CAN DRAW.
ABOUT AT SCHOOL.




Step 3

Study the thing.



Laws for Studying Things

Read school Read business Use the thing Tell us what
papers. papers. yourself (unless you read.
you should
not).




Step 4

Draw the thing.



Laws for Drawing Things

1) YOU DRAW THE 2) MAKE IT LOOK GOOD.
PICTURE.




Step 5

Explain the thing.



Laws for Explaining Things

Choose Use simple Pretend you Pretend the

interesting words. are talking to a child knows

parts. child. some things
already.




SBLENDER

(Foob CHOPPY CHOPPER)

Blender . [FE

This is a good Thing Explainer.




i S Coffee Maker

This is a good Thing Explainer.
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Maney Machine Broken: This is what happens when people spend too much m?niy ::-|thl:§s
they should not be, like houses, and can't pay it back. Houses are taken away, banks fail, a
jobs are lost, with people becoming afraid of what'Il happen to the markets next.

Financial Crisis

Sometimes it is okay to say yes
to a strange idea.
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Drinking Bird

| like this Thing Explainer best.
It is hard to read.




QUESTIONS? MFLOREK@RCPS.US
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