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In this activity, students learn about addition of vectors and relative motion in two dimensions by simulating
real flight conditions on an obsolete Flight Navigation Chart. These charts, called “Sectional Charts”, are used
by pilots to identify landmarks. Students act as “pilots”as they take their airplane from the origin airport to her
destination airport, first passively (without correcting for wind), then actively (correcting for wind.) Details
of the activity, learning objectives, teacher preparation, tips for a successful project, as well as student “pre-
flight”preparation, final project results and learning outcomes will be shared. Extension activity suggestions
will be presented as well.
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